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the revolutionary proletariat in peaceful   times  and  with brutally cruel methods in stormy times.
But only the rebel Narodniks, the anarchists and the "Economists" could deduce from this that the struggle for liberty should be rejected or -disparaged. These intelleetual-philistine doctrines could be foisted on the proletariat only for a time and against its will. The proletariat always realized instinctively that it n<?eded political liberty, needed it more than anyone else, despite tfhe fact that its immediate effect would be to strengthen and to organize the bourgeoisie. The proletariat expects to find its salvation not bv avoiding the class struggle but by "developing it, by widening it, increasing its consciousness, its organization and determination. Whoever degrades the tasks of the political struggle transforms the Social-Democrat from a tribune of the people into a trade union secretary. Whoever degrades the proletarian tasks in a democratic bourgeois revolution transforms the Social-Democrat from a leader of the people's revolution into a leader of a free labour union.
Yes, the people's revolution. Social-Democracy has fought, and is quite rightly fighting against the bourgeois-democratic abuse of the word "people." It demands that this word shall not be used to cover up failure to understand the class antagonisms within the people. It insists) categorically on the need for complete class independence for the party of the proletariat. But it dividesi the "people" into "classes," not in order that the advanced class may become shut tip within itself, confine itself to narrow aims and emasculate its activity for fear that the economic rulers of the world will recoil, but in order that the advan-ced class, which does not suffer from tOie halfheairtedness, vacillation and indecision of the intermediate classes, may with all the greater energy and enthusiasm fight for the cause of the whole of the people, at the head of the whole of the people.
That is what the present-day new Iskra-isks  so   often fail to understand and wlhy they substitute for active politi-